
Unusual city breaks in usual countries 
 

   It seems everyone has taken a cheeky sojourn to Paris, Amsterdam or Rome. Bragging at 

the office that you’ve been to the Colosseum or visited a ‘brownie café’ just doesn’t have the 

effect that it used to. ‘Been to the Louvre? Brilliant, have a medal.’ (The office can be a cruel 

place). Increasingly, people are looking further afield for a city break with an edge where 

tourists aren’t swarming, often spending a lot of money. But who wants to spend all their 

money on the actual travelling part? Europe is a beautiful place and easily accessible. Three 

of the top countries Brits like to visit are France, Spain and Italy. The classic visited cities 

within these countries are Paris, Barcelona, and Rome; all lovely places but very popular (and 

at Mixertale we’re all about being hipster and different). So we’ve got our three countries, 

here’s the lowdown on three cities you may not have thought about visiting before (if you 

have, congrats, here’s a medal). 

 

1. Montpellier, France 

Overview: Situated on the coast in Southern France, the weather is warm and the med is on 

your doorstep. As well as the sea there are nearby mountains and some of the best vineyards 

in the surrounding area. The old town boasts The Saint-Pierre cathedral and Europe’s oldest 

medical school (check out the Anatomy Museum if you dare). The centre is great for a stroll 

around, with the Place de la Comédie lying at the heart of the city. Older and more modern 

architecture is everywhere and there are enough museums, festivals and exhibits to keep you 

busy. Palavas, Montpellier's beach, is just a few miles away and has plenty of delicious local 

seafood on offer. The city is not cheap but is reasonable and with flights direct from London, 

a city break here is accessible and good value. 

Montpellier in five words: Mediterranean, Medieval, Architecture, Elegance, Arts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place de la Comédie lit-up at night (image via entreprendreenlanguedoc.com) 

 

 



2. Seville, Spain 

Overview: Termed by some as the ‘soul’ of Spain, Seville is a truly Spanish city but without 

the manic tourism of Barcelona or Madrid. Seville is known for its traditional Spanish 

culture, such as the bull fighting and flamenco which is exhilarating to watch. Be sure to visit 

the Tore del Oro, a huge, stunning tower once used as a prison and Seville’s cathedral, the 

third largest in the world. There are plenty of weird and wonderful shops on the Calle Sierpes 

and all sorts of varied tapas dining (supposedly the tradition of tapas originated from this 

region).  If the heat gets a bit much, the beaches of the Costa del Sol are nearby and the cities 

of Granada and Cordoba are close enough to visit. The city is in a great location, has 

reasonable flight prices and is accessible to lots of sites in the beautiful province of 

Andalusia.  

Seville in five words: Tradition, Flamenco, Extravagance, Andalusia, Tapas 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spaniards getting their flamenco on (image via www.educationaltravel.com) 

 

 

3. Mantua, Italy 

Overview: Italians call this city ‘La Bella Addormentata’ which means ‘a sleeping beauty.’ 

They give it this name because the city is known for not changing, helped by the two massive 

lakes that form a moat and size-regulator around the city. The Palazzo Ducale is a must-see; 

the largest residence in Italy after the Vatican (more of a town than a palace!) Also check out 

the Piazza delle Erbe, the old marketplace lined with fashion boutiques and the Piazza 

Sordello, a huge square with an incredible Baroque cathedral. In the evening, anyone and 

everyone go to the local bars where places compete to serve the best complimentary buffet 

(you can practically eat dinner without paying anything!) This city is really all about the food, 

if time allows take a cookery class and visit as many different restaurants as you can. There is 

always a market to amble around with all sorts of local delicacies. One of the best ways to 

enjoy Mantua is to simply walk around it. A day can easily be spent walking around the 

beautiful lakes and stumbling upon various hidden gems without the onslaught of tourists. 

Mantua does not have its own airport but it is close to several big cities that do (e.g. Verona 

and Parma). A train from Verona to Mantua will typically take under an hour and is excellent 

value. 

Mantua in five words: Sleeping Beauty, Lakes, Food, Undiscovered 



 

    

One of Mantua’s tranquil lakes (image via travelsguideonline.com) 

 

 

   These cities are beautiful, accessible and not too expensive. If you really want a personal 

and unique holiday experience then city breaks such as these are the way forward. If nothing 

else you can be the coolest cat in the office when Howard from accounting starts droning on 

about the Eiffel Tower and you can yawn widely and tell vastly more exciting tales about 

your own highly superior antics (I have nothing against the Eiffel Tower). Feel free to 

suggest other unusual destinations in the comment section below! 
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